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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

t 

On 8 December 2006, applicant cancelled claims 1-13 and submitted new claims 

14-33. 

Claims 14-33 are pending and will be examined. Claims 14 and 22 are 
independent. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Objections the drawings are withdrawn in view of amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ginter 
(US 5.892,900). 

As per claim 14, Ginter discloses distributing content over a communications 
network (Fig. 1, 3 and related text), the method comprising the steps of: 
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A. maintaining content on a user content downloading system (Rights 
Distributor, item 106, as in Fig. 2 and related text) in communication with the 
communications network (Internet, as in Col. 18, lines 39-67); 

B. allowing a first user to access the content downloading system through the 
communications network (see Fig. 54 and related text, concerning access and 
download; see also Col. 307, lines 31-56); 

C. in response to receiving a first request for first content from the first user, 
downloading the first content to a remote content Storage system through the 
communications network (As in Col. 338, line 50-CoL 339, line 25); and 

D. in response to receiving a first subsequent.request for said first content 
another user or from the first user for downloading of the first content to yet a further 
user, providing a first reward to the first user (as in Col. 328, lines 42-53). 

As per claim 15, Ginter discloses in response to at least one among a plurality 
of further subsequent requests respectively from each among a plurality of additional 
subsequent users for said first content, providing at least a second award to the first 
user (as in Col. 327, lines 9-22; see also Fig. 87, item 3602, client users up to n-levels). 

As per claim 16, Ginter discloses the first subsequent request for said first 
content is from said another user (see at least Col. 327, lines 9-22, redistributing to 
other participants and distributors); and 

providing at least a third award to said another user (see redistribution and 
payments, as in Col. 329, line 46-Col. 330, line 7). 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,025 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3625 

As per clisiim 17, Ginter discloses that the remote content storage system is the 
first user's content storage system (see at least CoK 264, lines 27-42) 

As per claim 18, Ginter discloses that (i) the remote content storage system is 
the first user's content storage system and (ii) the method also includes in step E: in 
response to at least one among said plurality of further subsequent requests 
respectively from a plurality of additional subsequent users for said first content, 
downloading the first content from the first user's content storage system to at least one 
additional subsequent user storage system. 

As per claim 19, Ginter discloses that providing at least a fourth award to the 
first user (as in Col. 329, line 46-Col. 330, line 45). 

As per claim 20, Ginter discloses (i) the remote content storage system is the 
first user's content storage system (as in Fig. 87, item 106, 106a) and (ii) the method 
also includes in step E: in response to at least one among said plurality of further 
subsequent requests respectively from a plurality of additional subsequent users for 
said first content, downloading the first content from the first user's content storage 
system to at least one additional subsequent user storage system (as in Fig. 87, item 
3602, n-levels).. 

As per claim 21, Ginter discloses providing at least a fourth award to the first 
user; see references to distribution chains, including distributor, redistributors, client 
users, as in Col. 23, line 45-Col. 23, line 8). 

As per claim 22, Ginter discloses distributing content over a communications 
network, the method comprising the steps of: 
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A. providing a content on a content downloading system (Fig. 3, for example) 
In communication with the communications network (internet, as in Col. 18, lines 39-67); 

B. allowing a first user to access the content downloading system through the 
communications network (see Fig. 54 and related text, concerning access and 
download; see also Col. 307, lines 31-56); 

C. in response to receiving a first request for first content from the first user, 
transferring the first content to a remote content storage system through the 
communications network (as in Col. 338, line 50-Col. 339, line 25); 

D. in response to receiving a first subsequent request for said first content 
from another user, providing a first reward to the first user as in Col. 328, lines 42-53); 
and 

E. in response to at least one among a plurality of further subsequent 
requests respectively from among a plurality of additional subsequent users for said first 
content, providing at least a second award to the first user (see distribution chains, as in 
Fig. 84 and related text). 

Claim 23 is rejected on the. same grounds as claim 16. 

As per claim 24, Ginter discloses that the remote content storage system is the 
first user's content storage system (see, for example, at least Col. 330. lines 8-45). 

As per claim 25, Ginter discloses that in response to at least one among said 
plurality of further subsequent requests respectively from a plurality Of additional 
subsequent users for said first content, transferring the first content from the first user's 
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content storage system to at least one additional subsequent user storage system (see, 
for example, at least Fig. 84 and related text). 

As per claim 26, Ginter discloses that providing at least a third award to the first 
user (Col. 33, lines 35-65). 

As per claim 27, Ginter discloses that in response to at least one among said 
plurality of further subsequent requests respectively from a plurality of additional 
subsequent users for said first content, transferring the first content from said another 
user's content storage system to at least one additional subsequent user storage 
system (Fig. 87, redistributors(s) 1 06a, for example). 

As per claim 28, Ginter discloses providing at least a third award to said another 
user (as in Col. 33, lines 36-65). 

As per claim 29, Ginter discloses transferring first content through the 
communications network (as in Col. 338, line 50-Qol. 339, line 25); 

Claim 30 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 29. 

Claim 31 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 29. 

Claim 32 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 29. 

As per claim 33, Ginter discloses in response to receiving a second further 
request for second content from a different user, transferring the first content to the 
different user's storage system from the first or another user's storage system through 
the communications network and providing a fourth reward to the first or another user. 
See, for example, at least Fig. 84, 85 and related text. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See IVIPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more inforination about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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